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S  P  E  E  C 


The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  s-tate  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  EDEN  said  : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  propose  to  state  some  of 
the  reasons  why  I  dissent  from  the  views  of 
the  President,  as  expressed  in  his  recent  mes- 
sage, and  especially  some  reasons  why  I  dis- 
sent from  his  plan  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Union  embraced  in  his  proclamation  of 
amnesty.  After  the  very  able  and  full  discus- 
sion of  the  questions  arising  out  of  those  re- 
markable documents,  it  would  be  presump- 
tuous in  me  to  attempt  to  do  more  than  restate, 
perhaps  in  a  different  form,  some  of  the  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  adduced  in 
opposition  to  the  positions  assumed  by  the 
Executive.  For  three  years  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  been  engaged  in  a  war 
which,  for  magnitude  of  the  armies  in  the 
field,  and  lavishness  in  the  expenditure  of 
money,  has'no  parallel  in  modern  history.  The 
avowed  object  in  inaugurating  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  our  Government  was  the  suppres 
sion  of  "  certain  combinations  formed  to  op- 
pose the  execution  of  the  laws  too  powerful 
to  be  overcome  by  the  ordinary  course  of  ju- 
dicial proceeding."  In  theory,  the  sole 
object  in  bringing  a  military  force  to  bear 
upon  these  combinations  was  to  overthrow 
and  disarm  them,  to  the  end  that  the  laws 
might  be  enforced.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  empowers  Congress  "  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions."  Another  clause  of  the 
Constitution  enjoins  upon  the  President,  to 
"  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed." 
The  General  Government  under  these  grants 
of  power  is  in  duty  bound  to  suppress  insur- 
rection. The  respective  spheres  of  legislative 
and  executive  action  in  relation  thereto,  are 
clearly  laid  down  and  defined  by  the  Consti- 
tution. Congress  must  pass  all  necessary 
laws  for  raising,  arming,  and  governing  the 
forces  to  be  employed  against  the  insurgents. 
The  President  must  see  that  the  laws  passed 
in  this  behalf  are  faithfully  executed  ;  and  in 
cases  of  controverted  constitutional  questions 
arising  out  of  the  laws  themselves,  or  the 
manner  of  their  enforcement,  the  judicial  de- 
partment of  the  Government  must  settle  the 
rights  of  the  parties  affected  ;  of  the  Execu- 
tive as  well  as  the  citizen.  Keeping  these 
plain  and  simple   propositions  in   view,  we 


can  readily  determine  the  duties  of  th«  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  conducting  our 
military  affairs.  By  the  same  rules  we  can 
also  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  military 
orders,  proclamations,  or  executive  "  plaDS 
of  reconstruction  "  are  legitimate  measures 
for  the  overthrow  of  combinations  formed  te 
obstruct  the  operation  of  the  laws. 

Before  speaking  more  directly  of  this 
"plan,"  let  us  look  a  little  at  the  previous 
acts  and  conduct  of  the  Administration  in 
reference  to  the  rebellion,  that  we  may  with 
more  accuracy  determine  the  effects  likely  to' 
follow  the  means  proposed.  I  admit  that 
when  our  political  institutions  are  in  peril, 
as  they  now  are,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  very 
first  importance  that  the  entire  country  should 
have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  chief  exec- 
utive officer  of  the  Government,  provided  he 
is  worthy  of  that  confidence.  But  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  in  a  republican  Government  the 
imbecility  or  corruption  of  the  President 
must  be  palliated  before  the  people  whose- 
servant  he  is  and  to  whom  he  is  accountable 
for  all  his  acts.  President  Lincoln  in  his  in- 
augural address  said  : 

"  I  have  no  purpose  directly  or  indirectly  to  in- 
terfere with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  tbe  States 
where  it  exists.  I  believe  I  have  no  lawful  right 
to  do  so,  and  I  have  no  inclination  to  do  so." 

In  his  proclamation  of  April  15,  1861,  call- 
ing out  seventy-five  thousand  militia,  which 
was  the  first  call  for  troops  made  by  him,  the 
President  used  the  language  which  I  now 
read : 

"I  deem  it  proper  to  say  that  the  first  servico 
assigned  to  the  forces  hereby  called  forth  will  pro- 
bably bo  to  repossess  the  forts,  places,  and  proper- 
ty which  have  been  seized  from  the  Union;  and  in 
every  event  the  utmost  care  will  be  observed,  con- 
sistently with  the  objects  aforesaid,  to  avo'id  any 
devastation  of  or  interference  with  property  or  any 
disturbance  of  peaceful  citizens  in  any  part  of  tbe 
c6untry." 

Again,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1861,  imme- 
diately following  the  first  disastrous  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  Congress,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  passed  what  is  known  as  the  Chittenden 
resolution,  declaring — 

"  That  this  war  is  not  waged  in  any  spirit  of  op- 
pression, or  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  or  subju- 
gation or  purpose  of  overthrowing  or  interfering 
with  the  rights  or  established  institutions  of  these 
States,  but  to  defend  and  maintain  the  supremacy 
of  the  Constitution,  and  to  preserve  the  Union,  with 


afl  the  dignity,  equality,  and  rights  of  the  several 
States  unimpaired  ;  and  that  as  soon  as  these  ob- 
jects are  accomplished  the  ^var  ought  to  cease." 

The  extracts  which  I  have  read  from  the  in- 
augural address,  the  first  proclamation  calling 
out  trosps,  and.  the  Crittenden  resolution, 
may,  with  great  propriety,  bo  denominated 
the  first  war  platform  of  this  Administration. 
During  the  first  six  or  eight  months  after  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  we  had  no  inti 
mation  from  official  sources  that  the  war  was 
to  be  diverted  from  its  proper  course  in  ftid  of 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  into  a  crusade  to 
free  the  negroes,  or  to  interfere  with  and 
overthrow  the  rights  and  established  institu- 
tions of  any  of  the  States.  High  officials,  with 
the  oath  to  protect  and  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion fresh  on  thir  lips,  had  not  yet  learned 
that  there  was  some  sort  of  an  indefinite  and 
undefinable  "war  power"  to  be  found  some- 
where within  the  limits  of  a  latitudinous  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  that  could  release 
them  from  the  obligations  of  that  oath  ;  that 
under  this  "war  power"  they  might  do  that 
which  they  had  "  no  lawful  right  to  do  ;"  that 
while  the  people  are  bound  to  obey  all  the 
laws  and  all  the  edicts  and  proclamations  of 
•the  President,  constitutional  and  unconstitu- 
tional, the  chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  rising  above  the  ordinary  level  of  err- 
ing mortals,  had  been  imbued  with  authority 
from  above  or  beneath  to  override  and  nullify 
constitutions  and  laws  at  his  sovereign  will 
and  pleasure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  are  distinguished 
for  their  love  of  country  ;  are  firmly  attaohed 
to  that  form  of  Government  instituted  by  the 
men  who,  fresh  from  the  sanguinary  fields  of 
the  Revolution,  could  yet  guard  the  sacred 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  To  main- 
tain the  rightful  authority  of  that  Govern- 
ment and  to  preserve  their  liberties,  having 
their  only  sure  guarantee  in  the  written  Con- 
stitution under  which  that  authority  can 
alone  be  exercised,  they  have  always  been 
ready  to  make  every  sacrifice  required  of 
them  by  the  dictates  of  the  highest  patriotism. 
Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  when  this  Ad- 
ministration demanded  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  sacred  name  of  Union,  they  were 
given  without  stint  or  reservation.  In  return 
for  their  treasure  and  the  blood  of  their  sons, 
the  people  only  required  of  their  public  ser- 
vants that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  should  remain  inviolate  and  the  union 
of  the  States  unbroken.  With  the  highest 
professions  of  patriotism  on  the  part  of  the 
President  and  his  friends  the  pledge  was  given 
in  the  beginning  of  our  civil  war  that  these 
objects  of  solicitude  should  ba  carefully  pro- 
tected and  maintained.  In  response  to  the 
assurance  thus  given,  each  call  for  troops  to 
fill  the  broken  and  bleeding  ranks  of  the  army 
was  met  by  the  swelling  tide  of  freemen, 
swarming  to  the  field  of  carnage  and  of  death, 
their  hearts  being  fired  with  a  holy  zeal,  un- 
der the   belief  that  the   sacred  cause  of  the 


Union  invoked  the  sacrifice.  Even  the  de- 
mands of  the  tax  gatherer,  grasping  for  a 
portion  of  the  frugal  meal  of  the  children  of 
toil,  have  been  submitted  to  without  a  mur- 
mur because  these  contributions  to  the  public 
Treasury  were  to  be  consecrated  to  the  3acred 
purpose  of  saving  the  Union.  When  the 
withering  hand  of  arbitrary  power  was  first 
stretched  over  the  peaceful  citizens  of  the 
Northern  States,  and  they  were  dragged  from 
their  homes  the  victims  of  personal  or  politi- 
cal malice,  the  fears  of  the  people  were 
aroused  by  the  dark  shadow  of  a  ha'eful 
despotism  whose  figure  was  seen  in  the  dim 
distance  marohing  on  with  cautious  but  un- 
erring step,  trampling  down  in  its  course  every 
safeguard  of  personal  liberty.  The  appre- 
hensions of  the  people  were  however  quieted 
by  the  assurance  that  these  things  were  done 
for  the  sake  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Chairman,  has  this  Administration 
faithfully  executed  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
it  by  the  country  ?  If  it  has  it  ought  to  and 
will  receive  the  reward  due  to  the  faithful 
public  servant ;  its  errors  will  be  forgiven  and 
forgotten,  its  virtues  cherished  and  remem- 
bered. If  it  has  proven  false  to  its  profes- 
sions, and  deceived  and  betrayed  a  too  con- 
fiding people,  it  will  and  should  receive  their 
condemnation.  This  message  unfolds  more 
fully  the  purposes  of  the  executive  branch  cf 
the  Government  than  anything  that  has  pre- 
ceded it.  In  order  that  we  may  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment,  let  us  examine  this  document 
in  the  light  of  reason  and  of  candor. 

The  first  impression  formed  on  readme;  the 
President's  proclamation  of  amnesty  is  that 
the  progress  of  putting  down  the  rebellion  has 
not  kept  pace  with  the  too  ardent  expecta- 
tions of  the  people.  The  very  modest  pre- 
tensions of  the  President  as  to  the  success  of 
the  means  employed  by  him  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  rebel  power  do  not  seem  to  be 
justified  by  the  facts  given  us.  True,  he  runs 
a  parallel,  showing  the  present  condition  of 
affairs,  as  compared  with  the  situation  eleven 
months  prior  to  the  date  of  this  message,  with 
the  evident  design  of  showing  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  prospects  of  the  Union.  When 
we  come  to  examine  the  premises  upon  which 
he  bases  his  favorable  conclusions,  we  cannot 
but  be  struck  with  the  evident  satisfaction 
with  which  he  refers  to  the  success  of  his 
party  as  one  indication  of  tho  advancement 
of  the  Union  cause.  Whether  this  success 
shall  turn  out  to  be  an  element  of  strength 
or  of  weakness  in  the  pending  struggle,  de- 
pends on  the  Administration  and  its  friends. 
If  they  continue  in  future  the  course  they 
have  followed  in  the  past,  the  result  of  the 
elections  in  their  favor  will  not  perceptibly 
weaken  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.  Again, 
the  success  cf  the  proclamation  of  emancipa- 
tion, in  giving  practical  freedom  to  a  large 
number  of  slaves,  with  the  ultimate  prospeot 
that  the  whole  negro  population  in  the  States 
where  insurrection  prevails  will  soon  be  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  same  inestimable  bless- 


ing,  is  cited  as  a  notable  instance  of  progress 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion.  Then,  too,  in 
the  border  States  the  people  are  growing  rest- 
less in  the  cause  of  emancipation.  Hence, 
the  rebellion  is  rapidly  disappearing.  To  a 
person  not  wholly  satisfied  that  the  President 
is  "honest,"  the  assignment  of  these  causes  of 
improvement  in  our  condition  would  be  apt 
to  create  at  least  the  suspicion  that  he  looked 
upon  these  facts  more  iu  the  light  of  a  parti- 
san than  of  a  patriot.  They  all  have  a  direct 
bearing  upon  the  future  success  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  But  let  us  go  back  in  the 
history  of  this  rebellion  two  years  and  a  half, 
and  see  if,  according  to  the  President's  own 
showing,  we  are  not  much  further  from  re- 
union now  than  we  were  then.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  extra  session  of  Congress  in  July, 
1861,  the  President  informed  the  country  in 
his  message  that — 

•'It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  there  is  to- 
day a  majority  of  the  legally  qualified  voters  of 
any  State,  except  perhaps  South  Carolina,  in  favor 
of  disunion.  There  is  much  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Union  men  are  the  majority  in  many  if  not  in 
every  other  one  of  the  so-called  seceded  States. 
The  contrary  has  not  been  demonstrated  in  any 
one  of  them.  It  is  ventured  to  affirm  this  even  of 
Virginia  and  Tennessee;  for  the  result  of  an  elec- 
tion held  in  military  camps,  where  the  bayonets 
are  all  on  one  sido  of  the  quostion  voted  upon,  can 
scarcely  be  considered  as  demonstrating  popular 
sentiment." 

This  statement  of  the  President  was  re- 
ceived by  the  country  as  true.  And  when  we 
remember  that  until  the  voice  of  reason  had 
been  hushed  by  the  clash  of  arms,  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  in  most  of  those  States 
had,  upon  every  opportunity,  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  Union,  we  must 
acknowledge  that  the  President  had  substan- 
tial grounds  for  the  statement  he  made.  Since 
then  we  have  had  over  two  years  and  a  half 
of  bloody  war.  The  battles  of  Donelson, 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Malvern  Hill, 
the  first  and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run,  An- 
tietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Get- 
tysburg, Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  and 
many  others  of  less  note,  have  been  fought. 
The  blood  of  the  young  men  of  the  country 
has  teen  poured  out  in  reckless  profusion. 
Many  thousands  of  homes,  the  abodes  of 
happiness,  with  the  family  circle  hitherto  un- 
broken, have  been  made  desolate  by  the 
cruel  hand  of  war.  The  weeds  of  widowhood 
and  the  misery  and  want  of  orphanage  meet 
the  eye  on  every  hand.  The  tax-gatherer 
crowds  the  highways  of  the  country  and  the 
streets  of  the  city.  His  footfalls  are  heard  in 
the  hovels  of  the  poor  and  on  the  marble 
steps  of  the  rich.  His  exactions  fall  upon  the 
luxurious  repasts  and  gorgeous  equipage  of 
the  millionaire  and  upou  the  frugal  meal 
and  plain  dress  of  the  humble.  Even  the 
widow's  mite  is  required  to  replenish  the  de- 
pleted Treasury.  A  debt  of  $2,000  000,000 
has  been  contracted  by  the  Government,  and 
the  foundation  laid  to  swell  that  debt  to 
double  its  present  proportions  ;  thus  laying 


a  burden  upon  future  generations  that  will 
in  all  tiino  to  come  grind  the  labor  of  this 
country  in  the  dust.  By  looking  at  the  con- 
dition of  the  tax-ridden  people  of  Europe,  we 
behold  the  picture  of  what  our  own  country 
is  soon  to  be. 

Taxation  and  tyranny  are  synonymous 
terms.  The  sum  paid  by  each  person  into 
the  coffers  of  the  Government  is  the  amount 
charged  to  him  for  the  protection  he  receives 
of  the  Government.  When  the  laws  of  the 
country  are  honestly  and  fairly  administered, 
the  burdens  upon  the  citizen  will  be  light, 
and  he  is  more  than  compensated  by  th© 
benefits  he  receives.  But  when  the  Govern- 
ment is  administered  for  the  advantage  of  the 
few  ;  when  the  people  are  taxed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  money  into  the  pockets  of  the 
pampered  partisans  of  an  Administration, 
such  taxation  becomes  wrong  and  oppressive. 
And  whenever  the  burden  thus  cast  upon  the 
people  becomes  so  great  that  some  portion  of 
the  money  that  ought  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  the  family  must  go  into  the  public 
Treasury,  a  storm  of  indignation  will  arise 
that  will  sweep  from  power  the  men  who 
would  take  the  bread  from  famishing  chil- 
dren. No  Government  has  a  right  to  pursue 
a  policy  that  will  fix  permanently  upon  the 
country  a  system  of  taxation  which  impover- 
ishes labor,  and  introduces  want  and  misery 
into  the  household  ef  the  honest  man  who  by 
the  sweat  of  his  face  earns  his  bread.  When 
an  extraordinary  emergency  arises,  requiring 
a  large  expenditure  of  money  by  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  crisis  be  controlled  by  honest 
statesmanship,  only  temporary  sacrifices  will 
be  required  of  the  people,  and  these  will  be 
met  by  them  cheerfully  for  the  sake  of  the 
permanent  tranquility  and  happiness  which 
are  to  follow.  But  if,  in  order  to  subdue  the 
inflammation  of  the  body-politic,  the  patient  is 
to  be  reduced  to  a  skeleton  by  blistering  and 
bleeding,  and  the  Constitution  is  to  be  shat- 
tered and  destroyed  by  copious  doses  of  poi- 
sonous drugs,  such  vicious  remedies  will  be 
found  to  be  worse  than  the  original  disease. 
It  would  be  far  preferable  to  allow  the  politi- 
cal system  to  fall  in  pieces,  leaving  the  frag- 
ments pure  and  sound,  than  thus  to  corrupt 
and  eventually  destroy  the  whole. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  brief  outline  of 
what  we  have  done  and  suffered,  giving  but 
a  glimpse  of  the  consequences  that  are  to  fol- 
low the  innovations  which  have  been  made 
upon  our  political  institutions,  since  the 
President  made  the  announcement  at  the 
threshold  of  the  war,  that  there  was  "  much 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Union  men  are 
[were]  the  majority  in  many,  if  not  in  erery 
other  one,  of  the  so-called  seceded  States." 
What  have  we  gained  by  all  these  sacrifices 
of  blood  and  of  treasure  ?  If  the  Union  cause 
has  been  advanced  by  the  means  employed  in 
any  degree  commensurate  with  these  sacri- 
fices, then  indeed  the  country  may  bear  with 
patience  the  more  trying  scenes  through 
which  we  are  yet   to  pass.     In  drawing  my 


conclusions  upon  the  subject,  I  rely  wholly 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  President  himself. 
We  have  already  seen,  by  the  President's 
message  of  July,  1861,  that  at  that  time 
more  than  one  half  of  the  people  in  each  of 
the  rebellious  States,  except  South  Carolina, 
were  ready  to  render  a  willing  obedience  to 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  whenever  the  force  of  rebel  arms  to 
which  they  were  subjected  should  be  re- 
moved. Was  not  this  a  hopeful  view  ?  If 
proper  means  had  been  employed  from  that 
time  forth,  could  not  the  rebellion  have  been 
easily  and  speedily  suppressed  ?  We  had  upon 
one  side  the  regular  Government,  with  twenty 
million  people  in  the  States  not  in  insurrec- 
tion. Having  complete  command  of  the 
ocean,  the  markets  of  the  world  were  open  to 
us  for  the  purchase  of  everything  needed  in 
prosecuting  the  war.  Our  supremacy  at  sea 
also  enabled  us  greatly  to  cripple  our  ene- 
mies in  procuring  supplies  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  in  preventing  them  from  receiving 
such  supplies.  The  principal  wealth  of  the 
nation  was  to  be  found  in  the  Northern 
States.  The  credit  of  the  Government  being 
good,  that  wealth  was  at  its  perfect  command. 
The  hearts  of  the  people  of  the  States  adher- 
ing to  the  old  Union  being  true  to  the  Gov- 
ernment under  which  their  prosperity  had 
been  so  great,  and  their  liberties  and  happi- 
ness so  secure,  every  man  was  ready  to  peril 
all  to  save  that  Government.  On  the  other 
side  were  six  million  people,  with  a  gov- 
ernment not  yet  fully  inaugurated,  with- 
out money,  without  credit,  without  ships, 
scantily  provided  with  the  munitions  of 
war,  their  ports  closed  by  a  blockade  main- 
tained by  a  sufficient  force  to  command 
the  respect  of  the  civilized  world ;  and, 
worse  yet  for  them,  with  more  than  one- half 
their  own  people,  held  in  subjection  by  the 
strong  arm  of  power,  ready  at  any  moment, 
when  that  power  should  be  broken,  to  join 
hands  with  the  armies  of  the  Union,  and  com- 
plete the  overthrow  of  the  rebel  power  by  re- 
establishing State  governments  under  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  thus  maintaining 
the  Union  in  all  its  original  proportions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  rebel  power  being  so 
weak  as  we  have  seen  in  July,  1861,  ought 
it  not  ere  this  to  have  been  overthrown  ? 
We  Lad  twenty- three  million  people  on  the 
side  of  the  Government,  throe  millions  of 
whom  were  scattered  throughout  the  States 
in  revolt.  Only  three  millions  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  country  were  willing  ad- 
herents of  the  cause  of  the  rebellion ;  and 
oach  one  of  these  had  a  neighbor  whose 
prayer  was  for  the  salvation  of  the  Union,  and 
whose  oye  would  brighten  with  joy  at  sight  of 
tho  stars  and  stripes  waving  again  beneath  a 
Southern  suu.  How  easy  would  it  have 
been  for  our  overwhelming  numbers,  sec- 
onded by  one-half  the  population  of  the  in- 
surrectionary districts,  marching  on  in  the 
spirit  of  the  President's  inaugural  address 
and  of  the  proclamation  of  April  15,   lbGl, 


careful  "to  avoid  any  devastation,  any  de- 
struction of  or  interference  with  property,  or 
any  disturbance  of  peaceful  citizens  in  any 
part  of  the  country,"  and  carrying  out  the 
policy  of  the  Crittenden  resolution,  to  have 
swept  before  them  every  vestige  of  armed 
opposition,  leaving  in  their  rear  State  gov- 
ernments upheld  by  Union  citizens,  with  a 
majority  in  each  to  maintain  such  govern- 
ments. Unfortunately  for  this  country  such 
has  not  been  the  policy  pursued. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  December, 
1861,  commenced  the  struggle  of  the  radicals 
to  force  their  measures  upon  the  country. 
The  constitutional  doctrine  of  the  inaugural 
address  relative  to  slavery  was  spurned.  In- 
stead of  the  conciliatory  policy  of  the  procla- 
mation of  April  15,  1861,  guarantying  the  pro- 
tection of  property  and  of  peaceful  citizens  by 
our  armies,  a  confiscation  act  was  placed  on 
the  statute-book  which,  Lf  carried  out,  would 
not  only  virtually  destroy  the  institution  of 
slavery,  but  beggar  almost  every  family  in  the 
South  and  render  their  country  a  desolate 
waste.  The  Crittenden  resolution  which  had 
received  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  same  men 
at  the  extra  session  in  July,  1861,  was  violated 
with  impunity ;  and  a  determination  wa3 
manifested  by  them  that  the  local  institutions 
of  the  States  should  not  be  respected,  and 
that  the  war  should  never  cease  until  the 
laws  and  institutions  of  the  Southern  States 
were  made  to  conform  to  the  opinions  of  the 
abolitionists.  The  slavery  question,  upon 
which  the  Southern  people  had  always  been 
more  jealous  of  Federal  interference  than  on 
any  other,  was  brought  more  prominently  be- 
fore Congress  than  ever  before.  The  partisan 
schemes  of  the  Republican  party,  some  of 
which  were  regarded  as  unconstitutional  and 
ruinous  to  the  country  by  nearly  one-half  of 
the  Northern  people,  were  pressed  upon  Con- 
gress and  the  eountry  with  intemperate  zeal 
and  a  manner  most  offensive.  Such  of  their 
schemes  as  they  could  not  carry  out  by  legis- 
lation they  besought  th£  President,  under  the 
"war power,"  to  enforce  upon  the  people  at 
the  point  of  the  sword.  Though  sometimes 
repelled,  by  bringing  "pressure"  to  bear 
upon  the  weak  nerves  of  the  Executive  they 
always  triumphed  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  change  of  policy  from 
conservative  to  radical  has  improved  the  con- 
dition of  the  country,  tho  President,  being 
responsible  for  the  change,  will  make  its 
benefits  appear  in  as  strong  a  light  as  possible. 
He  shall  speak  for  himself.  In  his  message 
delivered  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,  the  President  says: 

"  The  rebel  borders  are  pressed  still  furtherback, 
and  by  the  complete  opening  of  tho  Mississippi  the 
country  dominated  by  the  rebellion  is  divided  into 
distinct  parts,  with  no  practical  connection  between 
them.  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  have  been  sub- 
stantially cleared  of  insurgent  control,  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  each,  «wners  of  slaves  and  advo- 
cates of  slavery  at  the  beginning  of  tho  rebellion, 
now  declare  openly  for  emancipation  iu  the  respec- 


tive  States.  Of  those  States  not  included  in  the 
emancipation  proclamation,  Maryland  and  Mis- 
souri, neither  of  which  three  years  ago  would  toler- 
ate any  restraint  upon  the  extension  of  slavery 
into  new  Territories,  only  dispute  now  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  removing  it  within  their  own  limits. 
Of  those  who  were  slaves  at  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion,  full  one  hundred  thousand  are  now  in  the 
United  States  military  service,  about  one-half  of 
which  number  actually  bear  arms  in  the  ranks,  thus 
giving  the  double  advantage  of  taking  so  much  la- 
bor from  the  insurgent  cause  and  supplying  tho 
places  which  otherwise  must  be  filled  with  so  many 
white  men.  So  far  as  tested,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
they  are  not  as  good  soldiers  as  any," 

Here  are  the  substantial  fruits  of  all  the  ex- 
penditure of  blood  and  treasure  since  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  by  the  President  that 
in  all  the  insurrectionary  States  except  South 
Carolina  a  majority  of  the  people  were  favor- 
able to  the  Union.  To  him  whoso  heart's  only 
desire  in  this  contest  is  to  see  the  Union  re- 
stored under  the  Constitution,  with  the  re- 
establishment  of  tha  former  peace,  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  this  country,  what  has  been 
the  gain  of  these  long  months  of  toil  and  suf- 
fering ?  True,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  have 
been  substantially  cleared  of  insurgent  con- 
trol, and  some  of  their  citizens  who  were  for- 
merly furious  advocates  of  slavery  extension 
have  doubtless  been  conquered  by  this  Admin- 
istration, whether  by  weapons  manufactured 
by  Secretary  Chase  or  by  heavier  metal  it  is 
not  my  province  to  inquire.  But  what  has 
become  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  each 
of  these  States  who  in  July,  1861,  stood  ready 
when  the  rebel  power  should  be  removed  to 
rally  around  the  old  flag,  and  to  again  place 
the  governments  of  their  States  in  harmony 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 
I  think  that  the  loss  of  these  men,  who  were 
honestly  for  the  Union  two  years  ago,  is  not 
well  supplied  by  all  the  negroes  now  in  the 
service  of  the  Government,  with  whatever  aid 
may  be  received  from  the  few  white  men  who 
will  swear  to  support  all  of  tho  President's 
proclamations. 

The  co-operation  of  a  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens of  these  States  in  the  attempt  now  being 
made  to  reorganize  State  governments  would 
fix  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  so  firmly  in  the 
Union  as  to  place  them  beyond  the  possibility 
of  rebel  control. 

The  relative  merit  of  conservatism  and  ra- 
dicalism in  their  effects  in  restoring  the 
Union  may  be  easily  summed  up  from  the 
President's  messages.  In  July,  1861,  when 
the  horrible  phantom  of  this  fratricidal  war 
had  barely  made  itself  visible  to  the  people, 
more  than  one-half  of  the  voters  in  each  of 
the  insurrectionary  States,  save  one,  were 
firmly  attached  to  the  Union.  In  December, 
1S63,  after  two  years  and  a  half  of  war,  most 
of  the  time  under  a  radical  policy,  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  that  perhaps  one-tenth  of  the  pop- 
ulation, in  some  of  the  rebel  States,  may  be 
almost  ready  to  range  themselves  on  the  side 
of  the  Union.  Should  the  Union  cause  con- 
tinue to  recede  for  two  years  to  como  as  it  has 


during  tho  two  years  last  past,  tho  President 
will  be  compelled  to  draw  on  his  African 
friends  for  loyal  men  to  fill  the  offices. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proclamation  of  amnesty 
accompanying  the  President's  recent  annual 
message  is  totally  at  variance  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  If,  as  all  con- 
servative men  claim,  the  seceded  States  are  in 
the  Union,  their  ordinances  of  secession  being 
null  and  v&id  because  repugnant  to  the  Con- 
stitution, then  clearly  Mr.  Lincoln  has  no 
right  to  prescribe  terms  upon  which  State 
governments  shall  be  allowed  to  exist.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  claimed  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stevens,  ]  the  seceded  States  are  out  of  the 
Union,  and  the  territory  within  the  Confed- 
erate States  is  foreign  territory,  the  President 
has  no  right  to  reorganize  State  governments 
over  that  territory  upon  any  terms,  because 
the  Constitution  expressly  provides  that 
'•  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,"  and  when  States  are  carved  out  of 
this  foreign  territory  they  are  new  States. 
This  executive  plan  of  reconstruction,  like  all 
the  outrages  perpetrated  by  this  Adminis- 
tration, is  promulgated  in  the  name  of  the 
Union. 

The  people  have  submitted  to  so  many  in- 
fringements of  their  chartered  rights,  because 
each  separate  act  of  usurpation  was  alleged  to 
be  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  Union 
cause,  that  the  men  in  power  have  become 
bold  and  reckless  in  their  assaults  upon  the 
Constitution.  We  have  had  many  instances 
of  wanton  oppression  of  individuals  by  the 
President  and.  others  acting  under  his  author- 
ity. The  freedom  of  the  press  has  been  strick- 
en down.  Citizens,  arrested  without  warrant 
of  law,  have  been  denied  the  privilege  of  "a 
speedy  public  trial  fey  an  impartial  jury"  of 
the  country.  Others  have  been  banished 
from  their  homes  for  freely  canvassing  the 
conduct  of  men  in  public  office.  Freemen 
have  been  driven  from  the  polls  by  military 
foroes  acting  under  tho  orders  of  the  Admin- 
istration, whereby  men  have  been  elected  to 
seats  on  this  floor  in  opposition  to  the  known 
will  of  their  constituents.  And  finally,  to  cap 
the  climax  of  usurpation  and  tyranny,  the 
President,  seeking  of  his  party  a  nomination 
for  re-election,  attempts  to  subject  to  his  ab- 
solute control  ten  States,  by  excluding  all 
citizens  from  a  participation  in  the  elections 
except  those  who  have  sworn  base  subser- 
viency to  his  will. 

This  proposition  coming  on  the  eve  of  a 
presidential  election,  made  by  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  wko  is  also  a  candidate  for 
President,  is  the  most  alarming  and  danger- 
ous attempt  that  has  ever  been  made  in  this 
country  to  override  the  will  of  the  people. 
An  election  held  under  such  circumstances 
would  be  worse  than  a  mockery.  Where  the 
necessity  of  going  through  the  empty  forms  of 
an  election  when  no  man  is  allowed  to  ap- 
proach the  polls  unless  he  is  bound  by  the 
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outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this 
country  as  was  the  first  election  of  Louis 
Napoleon  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
France. 

The  President   says  that  "  on  examination 
of  this  proclamation  it  will  appear,  as    is  be- 
lieved,   that   nothing   is    attempted  beyond 
what  is  amply  justified  by  the  Constitution." 
Justified  by  the  Constitution  !  How  ?  Where  ? 
Will  some  one  point  out  the  clause  in  that 
instrument  which  authorizes   the   President 
to  fix  the   qualification   of  voters,   to    strike 
down  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  State3, 
to  impoverish  the  people  of  one-third  of  the 
Union  without  regard  to  guilt  or   innocence, 
ege,  sex,  or  condition  ?   I  challenge  the  cham- 
pTons  of  the  Administration  in  this  House  to 
show  by  the  most  liberal  rules   of  construc- 
tion any  warrant  whatever  in  the.  Constitu- 
tion for  what  is  contemplated  by  this  procla- 
mation.    Sir,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
instead   of  authorizing  the  President  to  dis- 
franchize the  peoplo  of  the  States  for  oppos- 
ing emancipation,    actually  protected  slavery 
by  requiring  the  return  of  the  fugitive  from 
labor  in  case  of  hi3  escapa  from  one  State  to 
another.      There   is  a  law  now  v"upon   your 
statute  book  to  carry  this   provision  of  the 
Constitution  into  effect ;  and  the   President, 
who  is  requiring  the  citizens  of  ten  States  to 
take  an  oath  to  aid  him  in   forcing  emancipa- 
tion upon   the  people,    is  himself  bound  by 
oath  to  see  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  is  faith- 
fully executed.     This    institution  is   recog- 
nized   by    the    Constitution   of    the   United 
States  as   existing  in  certain  States  "  under 
the  laws  thereof ;"  and  the  President  would 
compel  the  citizens  of  such   States   to  disre- 
gard those  laws,  when  the  Constitution,  which 
he  is  swern  to  support,   requires  him  to  re- 
spect, and  in  a  certain  contingency  to  support 
and  enforce  those  laws. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  President  seems  to  think 
because  the  power  is  given  him  to  "grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons  for  offense3  against  the 
United  States,"  that  therefore  he  may  attach 
such  conditions  to  a  pardon  as  will  not  only 
bind  the  criminal  to  a  certain  course  of  politi- 
cal action,  but  that  he  has  the   further  right 
to  require  the  citizens  of  the  State  not  guilty 
of  crime  to  comply  with  the  same  conditions 
or  be  disfranchised.     Did  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ever  dream  that  such  a  construc- 
tion would  be  givea  to  this  grant  of  power  ? 
Was  it  intended    that   this   act   of  executive 
clemency  should  be  used  as  an  engine  to  ad- 
vance the  personal  or  political  ends  of  the 
President  ?     I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  wheth- 
er or  not  a  conditional  pardon  may  be  grant- 
ed.    Nor  do  I  question  the   propriety   of  re- 
quiring those  who  have  actually  been  engaged 
in  the  rebellion  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  before  receiving   pardon.     I  un- 
derstand the  reason  for  investing  the  Execu- 
tive with  this  power  is  that  the  rules  of  law 
are   necessarily   inflexible,    giving  judgment 
upon  the  act3  and  motives  of  men,  and  yield- 
ing nothing  to   circumstances   of  mitigation 


surrounding  particular  individuals.  To  afford 
relief  in  cases  of  peculiar  hardship,  the  Presi- 
dent, whose  duty  it  is  to  sec  that  the  laws  are 
executed,  is  permitted  to  temper  their  harsh 
sentences  with  mercy,  by  interposing  a  par- 
don. Such  is  the  theory  upon  which  this 
power  rests.  The  Executive  may  grant  the 
pardon,  but  must  not  attach  conditions  in  de- 
rogation of  the  rights  of  others. 

For  instance,  if  the  President  pardon  John 
Doe,  who  has  been  sentenced  for  the  crime  of 
treason,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  put  a  con- 
dition in  the  pardon  requiring  the  recipient 
of  executive  clemency  to  take  his  neighbors' 
property,  or  to  trespass  upon  their  lands,  or 
to  confederate  with  others  and  exclude  them 
from  the  polls.     In  short,  persons  guilty  of 
crime  who  have  been  relieved  from  its  conse- 
quences by  an  act  of  clemency  cannot,  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  institutions  or  those  of  any 
other  civilized  nation,  be  set  apart  as  the  ex- 
clusive governing  power  of  the  State  or  nation. 
In  some  countries   there  is  a  nobility  estab- 
lished on  the  basis  of  great  service  to  the 
State,   either  by  themselves  or  their  ances- 
tors; but  I  know  of  no  eountry,  in  ancient  or 
modern  times,  that  has  made  crime  the  only 
passport  to  office  and  honor.     Yet  the  Presi- 
dent, under  the  pretext  of  pardoning  all  the 
people  of  ten  States,  many  being  guilty,  but 
not  one  of  whom  stands  convicted  of  crime 
against  the  United  States,  and  a  large  portion 
of  whom  are  as  innocent  as  any  gentfeman  on 
this  floor,  untertakes  to  nullify  the  constitu- 
tions and  laws  of  those  States  ;  to  revolution- 
ize their  social  systems,  and    finally  to  dis- 
franchise nine-tenths  of  their  people,  and  to 
bring   the  whole  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  bear,  to  enable  the   one-tenth  to 
rule  over  the  remainder.     To  state  the  pro- 
position is  sufficient  to  stamp  it  with  infamy. 
As  a  specimen  of  cool  impudence,  I  will  read 
the  proclamation  of  Maj  or  General  Banks  order- 
ing an  election  for  State  officers  in  Louisiana : 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulp,  )  . 
New  Orleans,  January  11,  1864      j 
To  the  People  of  Louisiana  : 

I.  In  pursuance  of  authority  vested  in  me  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  con- 
sultation with  many  representative  rnun  of  differ- 
ent interests,  being  fully  assured  that  more  than  a 
tenth  of  the  population  desire  the  earliest  possible 
restoration  of  Louisiana  to  the  Union,  I  invite  the 
loyal  citizens  of  the  State  qualified  to  vote  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  as  hereinafter  prescribed,  to  assemble  in 
the  election  precincts  designated  by  law,  or  at  such 
places  as  may  horoaftor  be  established,  on  the  22d 
day  of  February,  1861,  to  cast  their  votes  for  the 
election  of  State  officers  herein  named,  namely  :  1. 
Governor.  2.  Lieutenant  Govornor.  3.  Secre- 
tary of  State.  4.  Treasurer.  5.  Attornoy  Gene- 
ral. G.  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  7. 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts;  who  shall,  when 
elected,  for  the  time  being,  and  until  others  are 
appointed  by  competent  authority,  constitute  the 
civil  government  of  the  State,  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  Louisiana,  except  so  much  of  tho 
said  constitution  and  laws  as  recognize,  regulate, 
or  relate  to  slavery,  which  being  inconsistent  with 
the  present  condition  of  public  affairs,  and  plainly 


II 


inapplicable  to  any  class  of  persons  cow  exist- 
ing within  its  limits,  must  be  suspended,  and  they 
are-  therefore  and  hereby  declared  to  be  inopera- 
tive and  void.  This  proceeding  is  not  intended  to 
ignore  the  right  of  property  existing  prior  to  the 
rebellion,  nor  to  preclude  tho  claim  for  compensa- 
tion of  loyal  citizens  for  losses  sustained  by  enlist- 
ments or  other  authorized  acts  of  the  Government. 

II.  The  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  by  the 
President's  proclamation,  with  the  condition  af- 
fixed to  the  elective  franchise  by  the  constitution 
of  Louisiana,  will  constitute  the  qualification  of 
voters  in  this  election.  Officers  elected  by  then 
will  be  duly  installed  in  their  offices  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1864. 

III.  The  registration  of  voters,  effected  under 
the  direction  of  tho  military  governor  and  the 
several  Union  associations,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  proclamation  or  other  orders  of  the  President, 
are  confirmed  and  approved. 

IV.  In  order  that  the  organic  law  of  the  State 
may  be  made  to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  people, 
and  harmonize  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  as  well 
as  to  maintain  and  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  an  election  of  dele- 
gates to  a  convention  for  the  revision  of  the  consti- 
tution will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April, 
1361.  The  basis  of  representation,  the  number  of 
delegates,  and  the  details  of  election,  will  be  an- 
nounced in  subsequent  ordeis. 

V.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  early 
election  of  members  of  Congress  for  the  State. 

VI.  The  fundamental  law  of  tho  State  is  martial 
law.  It  is  competent  and  just  for  the  Government 
to  surrender  to  the  people,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.^o  much  of  military  power  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  suecess  of  military  operation  ;  to 
prepare  the  way,  by  prompt  and  wise  measures, 
for  the  full  restoration  of  the  State  to  the  Union, 
and  its  power  to  tho  people;  to  restore  their  an- 
cient and  unsurpassed  prosperity ;  to  enlarge  tho 
scope  of  agricultural  and  commercial  industry,  and 
to  extend  and  confirm  the  dominion  of  national 
liberty. 

It  is  not  within  human  power  to  accomplish 
these  results  without  some  sacrifice  of  individual 
prejudices  and  interests.  Problems  of  state,  too 
complicated  for  the  human  mind,  havo  been  solved 
by  the  national  cannon.  In  great  civil  convul- 
sions, the  agony  of  strifo  enters  the  souls  of  the  in- 
nocent as  well  as  the  guilty. 

The  Government  is  subject  to  the  law  of  neces- 
sity, and  must  consult  the  condition  of  things 
rather  than  the  preferences  of  men,  and  if  so  be 
that  its  purposes  are  just  and  its  measures  wise,  it 
has  the  right  to  demand  that  questions  of  personal 
interest  and  opinion  shall  be  subordinate  to  the 
public  good.  When  the  national  existence  is  at 
stake,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  in  peril,  fac- 
tion is  treason. 

The  methods  heroin  proposed  submit  the  whole 
question  of  government  directly  to  the  people — 
first,  by  the  election  of  executive  officers  faithful 
to  the  Union,  to  bo  followed  by  a  loyal  representa- 
tion in  both  Houses  of  Congress  ;  and  then  by  a 
convention  which  will  confirm  the  action  of  the 
people,  and  recognize  the  principles  of  freedom  in 
the  organic  law.    This  is  the  wish  of  the  President. 

The  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth  is  a  fit 
day  for  the  commencement  of  so  grand  a  work. 
The  immortal  Father  of  his  Country  was  never 
guided  by  a  more  just  and  benignant  spirit  than 
that  of  his  successor  in  offiee,  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  In  the  hour  of  our  trial  lot  us  heed 
his  admonitions  i 


Louisiana  in  the  opening  of  her  history  scaled 
tho  integrity  of  tho  Union  by  conferring  upon  its 
Government  tho  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  In  the 
war  for  independence  upon  the  sea,  she  crowned  a 
glorious  struggle  against  the  first  maritime  Dower 
of  the  world  by  a  victory  unsurpassed  in  the  an- 
nals of  war. 

Let  her  people  now  announce  to  the  world  tho 
coming  restoration  of  the  Union,  in  which  the  ages 
that  follow  us  havo  a  deeper  interest  than  our 
own,  by  the  organization  of  a  free  government, 
and  her  fame  will  bo  immortal! 

N.  P.  Banks, 
•  Major  General  Commanding. 

"  In  pursuance  of  authority  vested  in  him 
by  the  President,"  this  Major  General  pro- 
ceeds to  call  an  election  for  State  officers  of 
Louisiana  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  different 
from  those  prescribed  by  law.  He  also  fixe3 
the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  causes  a  re- 
gistry to  be  made  in  opposition  to  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  State.  Then  with  one 
stroke  of  his  pen  he  declares  that  certain 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana 
are  inoperative  and  void.  Finally,  he  graci- 
ously informs  the  people  that  "the  immortal 
Father  of  his  Country  was  neve?  guided  by  a 
more  just  and  benignant  spirit  than  that  of 
his  Bucessor  in  office,  the  President  of  the 
United  States."  This  latter  statement  is  im- 
portant in  several  particulars,  but  chiefly  be- 
cause it  contains  information  that  has  alway3 
heretofore  been  carefully  concealed  from  the 
people.  It  will  doubtless  be  of  invaluable 
service  to  the  loyal  people  of  that  State  in 
pointing  out  their  duty  in  making  a  nomina- 
tion for  President,  as  well  as  in  voting  for  the 
nominee  !  An  intimation  coming  from  such 
high  authority  will  not  probably  be  lost  upon 
the  intensely  loyal  patriots  who  will  participate 
in  organizing  a  State  government  under  this 
proclamation. 

Instructions  have  been  sent  to  General 
Steele,  in  Arkansas,  to  pursue  the  sama 
course  in  that  State  that  has  been  adopted  in 
Louisiana.  Sir,  when  I  see  the  very  pillars 
of  our  Republic  thus  tottering  to  their  fall 
under  the  blows  of  one  to  whom  the  people 
confided  the  sacred  trust  of  guarding  and  pro- 
tecting their  rights  and  liberties,  my  mind  is 
filled  with  gloom,  and  the  future  of  this 
countr.y,  to  my  vision,  is  shrouded  in  mystery 
and  darkness. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  a  friend  of  the  Union ; 
my  love  for  it  is  so  strong  that  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  give  up  a  single  State.  When  I  see  a 
hand  raised  to  strike  down  and  blot  out  a 
single  star  from  the  flag  of  my  country, 
whether  the  blow  be  directed  by  the  traitor 
in  arms  or  by  a  more  insidious  enemy  seeking 
to  effect  the  same  end  by  undermining  and 
subverting  the  Constitution,  I  will  interpose 
my  feeble  efforts  to  ward  off  the  blow.  I 
would  save  the  Union,  because  the  Union  is 
necessary  to  secure  the  prosperity,  the  liber- 
ties, and  the  happiness  of  the  people.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stevens,]  that  "he 
who  now  wishes  to  re-establish  the  Union  as 
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it  was,"  and  to  retain  "the  Constitution  as 
it  i3,"  is  guilty  "  of  attempting  to  enslave  his 
fellow-men."  Netiher  do  I  agree  with  him 
in  that  other  sentiment,  that  "the  Union  as 
it  was  and  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  is  an 
atrocious  idea;  it  is  man- stealing."  I  will 
not  take  the  responsibility  of  charging  Wash- 
ington and  Madison  and  Hamilion  and  their 
compatriots  with  forming  a  Constitution  with 
the  design  of  enslaving  their  fellow-men  ;  nor 
■will  I  charge  them  with  harboring  "  an  atro- 
cious idea,"  or  with  "man-stealing."  In  or- 
der to  establish  this  Union  they  left  each 
State  to  regulate  for  itself  the  status  of  the 
negro  within  its  limits.  Believing,  as  I  do, 
that  they  acted  wisely,  I  am  willing  to  hasten 
the  day  of  peace  and  reunion  by  following 
their  example.  If  I  had  believed  that  a  rigid 
adherence  to  the  Constitution  as  it  is  would 
have  entailed  upon  me  the  crime  of  man- 
stealing,  or  of  enslaving  my  fellow-men,  I 
would  not  have  been  guilty  of  the  "atrocious" 
act  of  taking  the  oath  as  a  member  of  this 
body  to  support  the  Constitution. 

The    gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of   the 
House  say  that  they  too  are  for  the  Union, 
and  some  of  them  are  so  exclusive  in  their 
Unionism- that  they  are  not  disposed  to  accept 
the  labors  of  gentlemen  on  this  side  in  its 
behalf.     They  are  for  such  an  unconditional 
Union  that  they  would  not  only  force  ten 
Southern  States  out  of  the  Union,  but  would 
also  treat  with  scorn  and  contempt  a  million 
and  a  half  of  voters  in  the  Northern  States  ! 
The  Union  was  established  in  a  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation  and   compromise.     The   wise   men 
who    formed  our  Government  were  quick  to 
discern  that  in  order  to  maintain  republican 
institutions,  founded  on  the  consent  of  the 
people,    the  interests  and  prejudices  of  all 
sections  of  the  country  must  be  consulted,  so 
so  far  as  might  be  consistent  with  the  general 
purposes    for    which    the    Government   was 
formed.     The  men  now  in  power,  discarding 
the  teachings  of  a  sound  philosophy,  as  well 
as  the  example  of  the  founders  of  the   Gov- 
ernment,   undertake   to   restore   union   and 
harmony  to  a  divided  and  distracted  country 
by  the  most  intolerant  proscription  of  all  who 
differ  with  them  in  opinion,  and  by  demand- 
ing fealty  to  their  own  most  fanatical,   ruin- 
ous, end  extreme  doctrines,  as  the  only  true 
standard  of  loyalty.     Can  the  Union  ever  be 
restored  in  that  way  ?  Do  not  this  House  and 
the  country  know  that  persistence  in  such  a 
course   leads    to  bankruptcy,    anarchy,    and 
ultimate  despotism  ? 

If  you  are  not  for  the  Union  as  it  was,  what 
sort  of  Union  are  you  for  ?  Is  it  the  Union  as 
it  ought  to  be  for  which  you  are  fighting  ? 
Pray  tell  the  country,  ye  pure  and  uncondi- 
tional Unionists,  who  can't  endure  the  Union 
as  our  fathers  formed  it,  what  sort  of  Union 
you  will  form?  Is  it  to  be  a  Union  without 
States,  without  habeas  corpus,  without  trial  by 
jury,  without  free  speech  or  free  press,  with- 
out a  free  ballot  ?  And  if  you  do  not  all  quite 
agree  among  yourselves  as  to  what  the  Union 


ought  to  be,  who  will  decide  between  you  ? 
Remember  that  "a  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand."  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  can 
agree  among  yourselves  about  the  irrepressi- 
ble negro  ;  but  questions  will  force  themselves 
upon  you  at  some  time  affecting  the  interests 
of  white  men;  and  perhaps  you  may  differ 
upon  such  questions.  For  instance,  the  Pre- 
sident, in  speaking  of  his  plan  of  reconstruc- 
tion, says,  "On  examination  of  this  proclama- 
tion it  will  appear,  as  is  believed,  that  no- 
thing is  attempted  beyond  what  is  amply 
justified  by  the  Constitution."  The  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Stevens,]  in  speaking  of  the  same  plan, 
says : 

"In  details  we  do  not  quite  agree,  but  his  plan 
of  reconstruction  assumes  the  same  general 
grounds.  It  proposes  to  treat  the  rebel  territory 
as  a  conqueror  alone  would  treat  it.  His  plan  is 
wholly  outside  of  and  unknown  to  the  Constitu- 
tion." 

Here  we  find  the  "opposing  elements"  are 
separated,  and  who  is  to  decide  which  is  "the 
sound  ?"  The  President  assumes  that  his 
plan  is  "amply  justified  by  the  Constitution." 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  says  this  same  plan  "is  wholly  outside 
of  and  unknown  to  the  Constitution."  In 
one  thing  the  plan  proposed  by  the  President 
and  the  one  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  in  perfect 
harmony  ;  they  are  both  in  open  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

The   great  difficulty  with  the   Republican 
party  in  their  pretended  efforts  to  put  down 
the   rebellion   consists  in   a   failure  on  their 
part  to   comprehend  what  constitutes  the  re- 
bellion.    The   negro  i3   not  the   cause  of  the 
rebellion ;    neither    is    slavery.      Questions 
arising  out  of  slavery  have  been  used  by  de- 
signing men    to   inflame   the  passions  of  the 
people,   with   a  view   to  precipitating  them 
into  revolution.     But   the   doctrine  promul- 
gated a  few  years  ago,  of  which  I  believe  our 
present' distinguished  Secretary  of  State  may 
claim   the  paternity,  that  there  is  a  higher 
law  than   the  Constitution,  which   ought  to 
control  the  political  conduct  of  the  people,  is 
the   corner-stone   upon  which   the  rebellion 
was   built.     Secession   is  the   "higher    law" 
carried  into  effect  upon  a  large  scale — a  most 
odious,  ruinous,  and   inexcusable  application 
of  this  fatal   heresy.     Mr.    Lincoln,  when  he 
announced  in  his  Springfield  speech,  in  1858, 
"that  the   Union  could   not  endure  perma- 
nently part   slave   and  part   free, "  was   edu- 
cating the   public  mind   in  the  rudiments  of 
the  "higher  law,"  because   the  Constitution 
is  based  upon  the  principle  that  a  part  of  the 
the  States  may  be  slave  and  a  part  free.     Old 
John  Brown,  in   his  attempt   to  incite  insur- 
rection in  Virginia,  was  carrying  out  in  prac- 
tice the  theories  of  the  men  who  urged  upon 
the  country  the    "higher   law"  as    a  rule  of 
conduct  for  the   citizen.     Garrison,  when  he 
enunciated   the    "atrocious"  sentiment   that 
the  "Constitution  is  a  league  with  hell  and  a 
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covenant  with  death,"  was  "firing  the  North- 
ern heart"  to  the  end  that  the  people  might 
array  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the 
higher  law,  and  in  opposition  to  the  rightful 
authority  of  the  Government.  The  under- 
ground railroads  all  over  the  land  were  incor- 
porated under  the  h'gher  law.  Unfortunately 
for  the  country,  at  a  moment  of  escitement 
in  the  South,  growing  out  of  the  election  to 
the  Presidency  of  an  exponent  of  the  "higher 
law"  as  taught  in  the  North,  tie  per  pie  of  the 
South,  many  cf  nbom  had  received  lessons  in 
the  same  peri  ic'ov  s  s  hool,  were  precipitated 
into  revolath  n.  The  result  is  that  the  land 
is  drerch^d  in  fraternal  blco.^.  To  stay  the 
tide  of  iev.  la: ion  now  sweeping  over  the  en- 
tire eornir.  this  subtle  poison  must  be  ex- 
tracted fro  n  our  political  system,  or  its  ef- 
fects mu  t  be  neutralized  and  destroyed. 

Mr.  C!  am  an,  no  test  of  loyalty  should  be 
prescribed  otl  er  than  "  obedience  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof."  If  every  man  in  the  Government 
were  true  to  this  test,  there  would  be  no  re- 
bellion in  this  country.  The  odious  and  un 
constitutional  conscription  law  might,  be  re- 
pealed. Instead  of  taxing  their  ingenuity  in 
devising  the  means  whereby  the  largest 
amount  of  money,  in  the  shape  of  taxes,  can 
be  extorted  f  om  the  labor  and  industry  of 
the  country,  members  of  Congress  mig-ht  de 
vote  theif  time  and  talents  to  such  legislation 
as  would  add  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  the  pe<  pie. 

"The  Constitution  as  it  is  "  furnishes  all 
the  safeguards  necessary  to  the  security  of 
life,  liberty,  and  property.  "The  Union  as 
it  was"  gave  us  a  character  and  standing 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  sufficient  to 
shield  us  from  insult  and  injury  by  foreign 
Governments.  For  over  seventy  years  the 
people  of  the  United  States  lived  and  pros- 
pered within  the  Union,  as  organized  under 
the  Constitution,  as  no  people  ever  prospered 
before.  The  rights  of  the  States  and  the  rights 
of  the  citizen  were  preserved  in  all  their  con- 
stitutional vigor.  The  legitimate  authority  of 
the  General  Government  met  with  no  serious 
opposition,  either  from  States  or  individuals, 
because  w.thin  the  limited  scope  of  that  au- 
thority tlur©  was  no  rein  given  to  oppression 
or  tyrany.  When  the  tempter  came,  like  the 
s  rpent  in  the  garden,  and  whispered  into  the 
ears  of  the  people  that  the  fruit  forbidden  by 
the  fathers  of  the  Government  to  ba  touched 
was  "pleasant  to  the  taste,"  and  that  its  use 
would  add  wisdom  to  the  understanding,  like 
our  mother  Eve,  too  many  cf  them  gave  heed 
to  the  voice  of  the  slimy  reptile.  Though  we 
have  not,  in  consequence  of  that  die  obedience, 
fallen  from  so  great  an  estate  as  did  our  first 
parents,  yet  the  result  is  this  deplorable  civil 
war,  and  the  probable  lo^s  of  constitutional 
liberty.  And  still  the  expounders  of  the 
"higher  law"  contiraie  to  press  forward  in 
their  destructive  and  criminal  career.  The 
man  who  raises  his  voice  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  his  ccfcntry  does  so  at  the  risk  of 


imprisonment  or  banishment  at  the  hands  of 
this  Administration  ;  and  if  he  escapes  the 
vindictive  persecution  of  the  Chief  Executive, 
the  entire  corps  of  thieves  and  plundorers, 
who  are  fattening  off  the  miseries  of  the  coun- 
try, through  their  orgaaized  and  trained 
bands,  open  their  batteries  of  slander  and 
detraction  upon  him,  in  order  to  weaken  or 
destroy  his  influence  with  the  people. 

Not  content  with  all  the  abuse  that  the 
pensioned  press  and  feed  attorneys  of  the 
Administration,  are  continually  pouring  out  j 
upon  that  great  constitutional  party  founded 
by  Jefferson,  the  Republican  party  has  im- 
ported a  rebel  general,  his  hands  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  our  soldiers  and  his  soal 
steeped  in  foul  treason,  to  aid  them  in  their 
woik  of  slander  and  detractior. 

This  "war  power"  which  is  invoked  bylb>8 
Administration  and  its  friends  to  justify  their 
infringements  upon  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people  is  akin  to  the  "higher  law." 
The  "  military  necessities"  of  the  President 
and  his  subordinates,  which  have  formed  the 
pretexts  for  the  various  proclamations  of 
emancipation,  and  for  subverting  the  consti- 
tutions and  laws  of  the  States  and  tampering 
with  their  elections,  spring  from  the  same 
impure  and  corrupt  fountain.  All  the  powers 
of  this  Government  are  to  be  found  in  the 
CocstitutioH.  Midtary  necessity  is  applica- 
ble only  to  the  movements  of  armies  in  the 
field,  and  does  not  reach  beyond  their  lines. 
The  Administration  and  its  adherents  seem 
to  be  wedded  to  the  peculiar  policy  they  have 
adopted,  and  the  only  way  to  effect  a  change 
is  through  the  agency  of  the  ballot-box. 
Claiming  to  be  unconditional  Union  men,  the 
party  in  power  would  not  accept  the  Union 
to  day  upon  the  simple  tern  s  of  the  Consti- 
tution, leaving  all  questions  affecting  the 
rights  of  person  and  property  in  the  Confede- 
rate States  to  be  settled  by  the  adjudications 
of  the  courts  and  the  future  legislation  of  the 
country.  A  fanatical  zeal  for  the  freedom  of 
the  black  man,  intensified  by  a  stubborn  re- 
sistance to  every  effort  to  make  him  free  hy 
those  whose  social  and  financial  ruin  would 
thereby  ensue,  is  turned  into  a  desrerate 
purpose  to  degrade  and  enslave  the  wh'te 
race  whose  misfortune  it  is  to  be  placed  am-mg 
the  sable  objects  of  abolition  idolatry.  These 
men,  who  arrogate  to  themselves  all  the 
patriotism  and  all  the  religion  of  the  country, 
would  not  stop  this  effusion  of  blood  and 
arrest  the  onward  course  of  relentless,  cruel 
war  which  ;s  now  laying  waste  the  fairest 
portions  of  our  country  if  every  rebel  iu  the 
land  were  to  lay  down  his  arms  and  humbly 
sue  for  peace.  The  fiat  has  gone  forth,  and 
as  long  as  a  single  slave  remains  in  bondage 
this  harvest  of  death  must  go  on.  Regardless 
of  all  the  lessons  of  history,  in  violation  of 
the  faith  of  the  nation'  as  pledged  by  the 
heroes  and  statesmen  of  the  past,  in  open 
contempt  of  the  solemn  promises  made  to  the 
people  in  party  platforms,  presidential  mes- 
sages; and  congressional  resolves,  four  million 
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slaves,  an  inferior  aiid  degraded  race,  whose 
education  and  habits  wholly  unfit  them  for 
self  control,  are  to  be  thrown  upon  society  to 
roam  at  will  throughout  the  land.  Yes,  and 
the  sword  of  the  nation  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  this  servile  race,  thus  opening  their 
way  to  the  ballot-box  and  to  social  equality 
with  the  whites.  Had  such  a  proposition 
been  made  to  the  American  people  ere  the 
,hearts  of  so  many  had  become  hardened  by 
the  severities  of  this  war,  no  sane  man  would 
for  a  moment  have  hearkened  to  it.  But,  lest 
some  good- meaning  people  may  think  that  I 
do  my  political  opponents  injustice  in  what 
I  have  said,  I  will  quote  from  the  last  annual 
message  of  the  President.     He  says  : 

"  I  may  add,  at  this  point,  that,  while  I  remain 
in  my  present  position,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  re- 
tract or  modify  the  emancipation  proclamation." 

In  speaking  upon  the  eame  subject  a  few 
sentences  preceding  what  1  have  read,  the 
President  says : 

"To  now  abandon  them  would  be  not  only  to 
relinquish  a  lever  of  power,  but  would  also  be  a 
cruel  and  astounding  breach  of  faith." 

There  are  no  compunctions  of  conscience 
about,  breaking  faith  with  white  men  !  I 
charge  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
breaking  faith  with  the  people  of  this  country 
by  disregarding  not  only  his  pledges  made  in 
the  inaugural  address,  in  the  proclamation  of 
April  15,  1861,  and  in  the  Crittenden  resolu- 
tion, but  also  by  trampling  under  his  feet 
every  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
made  for  the  protection  of  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen.  All  the  pledges  to  the  negro  are  to 
be  faithfully  kept.  In  future  the  "free 
Americans  of  African  descent"  will  doubtless 
crowd  the  President's  levees,  even  in  greater 
numbers  than  they  did  on  New  Year's  day, 
not  only  relieving  the  monotony  occasioned 
by  thfl  uniformity  of  color,  but  also  giving  a 
foreign  odor  to  the  gorgeous  splendor  of  Amer- 
ican royalty. 

Our  "freedmen"  are  the  most  fortunate 
people  on  earth.  Even  this  Administration 
will  keep  faith  with  them.  In  the  amnesty 
proclamation  "our  colored  fellow- citizens" 
are  treated  with  the  usual  affection  and  ten- 
derness shown  them  by  the  President.  "All 
who  have  engaged  in  any  way  in  treating 
colored  persons,  or  white  persons  in  charge 
of  such,  otherwise  thau  lawfully  as  prisoners 
of  war,  and  which  persons  may  have  been 
found  in  the  United  States  service  as  soldiers, 
seamen,  or  in  any  other  capacity,"  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefits  of  the  proclamation 
of  amnesty.  The  repentant  rebel,  who  may 
have  murdered  in  cold  blood  the  white  soldier 
thrown  into  his  hands  by  the  fortunes  of  war, 
upon  taking  the  prescribed  oath  is  pardoned 
and  taken  into  the  bosom  of  the  Republican 
party.  But  the  planter  within  the  rebel 
lines,  who  has  in  nowise  voluntarily  raised  his 
hand  against  the  Government,  who  attempts 
to  recapture  his  slave  which  has  been  stolen 
from  him  and  put  into  the  Federal  Army,  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  executive  clemency.     He 


has  committed  the  unpardonable  sin.  He  has 
laid  his  profane  hands  upon  what  is  regarded 
by  this  Administration  as  sacred,  and  must 
expiate  his  crime  with  his  life  !  The  mother 
who  has  given  up  her  only  son  to  the  defense 
of  the  country  has  the  consoling  assurance 
that  though  the  murderer  of  her  boy  will  be 
restored  to  all  his  rights  upon  taking  the  pre- 
scribed oath,  except  the  right  to  own  the  labor 
of  his  servant,  yet  he  who  has  refused  to  ex- 
tend the  usages  of  civilized  warfare  to  the 
negro  shall  receive  no  pardon. 

Sir,  the  liberties  of  the  people,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  State  governments,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  Union  under  the  Federal 
Constitution,  are  all  involved  in  the  well-de- 
fined issues  of  the  approaching  presidential 
election.  While  there  are  differences  of  opin- 
ion among  Democrats  and  conservative  men 
upon  minor  points,  some  believing  that  the 
evils  which  now  afflict  the  country  may  be 
remedied  by  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
under  the  Constitution,  and  others  favoring 
peace  and  conciliatios  as  the  only  means  of 
reuniting  the  broken  fragments  of  the  Union, 
they  all  are  agreed  in  a  determination  to  up- 
hold the  Federal  Constitution  and  the  Union 
of  the  States  in  accordance  therewith.  Not 
one  would  favor  negotiations  for  peace  on  any 
other  basis  than  that  of  a  restored  Union, 
with  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  guarded  and  protected  by  all 
the  limitations  of  the  Constitution  upon  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government. 

The  only  issue,  then,  between  the  parties 
relative  to  the  war  is  whether  it  shall  be  pros- 
ecuted under  the  present  policy  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  States,  and  to  compel  the  entire 
population  of  the  South  to  suVrender  all  rights 
of  person  ani  property  into  the  hands  of  the 
Abolitionists,  or  whether,  under  Democratic 
rule,  in  case  the  Southern  people  shall  refuse 
to  make  peace  and  return  to  the  Union  upon 
fair  and  equitable  terms  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  war  shall  be  waged  only  against 
those  in  hostility  to  the  Government.  The 
policy  of  the  dominant  party  includes  confis- 
cation, emancipation,  endless  war,  despotism. 
The  policy  of  the  Democracy  embraces  concil- 
iation and  compromise,  along  with  whatever 
force  may  be  necessary  to  the  due  execution 
of  the  laws,  aud  a  firm,  unfaltering  devotion 
to  constitutional  liberty,  and  a  determination 
as  immovable  as  the  everlasting  hills  to  main- 
tain it. 

Sir,  the  bloody  hand  of  war  ha3  left  its 
mark  upon  almost  every  house  in  the  coun- 
try. The  bright  Bunshine  of  heaven  beams 
down  upon  the  glistening  bayonets  of  a  mil- 
lion men  confronting  each  other  all  along  the 
fields  made  desolate  by  terrible  conflict,  where 
but  yesterday  the  foeman  crossed  steel  in  the 
wager  of  battle.  Along  the  banks  of  tho 
great  Father  of  Waters  and  those  of  its  tribu- 
taries lie  the  bones  of  two  hundred  thousand 
of  the  sons  of  the  great  Northwest,  who  have 
fallen  in  this  deplorable  war.  On  tho  prai- 
ries and  amid  the  forests  of  that  great  valley 
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there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  helpless  chil- 
dren, each  of  whose  young  lives  has  been 
made  sad  by  the  loss  of  a  father  slain  upon 
the  bloody  field.  And  now,  while  the  aged 
mother  sits  in  restless  anxiety,  afraid  to  hear 
the  next  news  from  the  fisld  of  carnage  lest 
it  bring  the  unwelcone  tidings  tkat  her  son 
has  been  slain,  as  her  dim  eye  rests  upon  the 
one  left  at  home  to  support  her  in  her  old 
age  a  new  pang  penetrates  her  heart,  for  he 
too  will  be  taken  when  the  remorseless  wheel 
of  fortune  begins  to  turn  for  the  additional 
five  hundred  thousand. 

Should  this  Administration  be  continued  in 
power  for  another  term,  the  war  will  go  on 
until  the  financial  schemes  of  Secretary 
Chase  shall  crumble  into  ruin,  when  it  will 
of  necessity  cease,  leaving  in  its  desolating 
course  a  divided  country,  and  a  ruined  peo- 
ple. On  the  other  hand,  should  the  Democ- 
racy succeed  in  the  next'presidential  election,  i 
the  Union  will  be  rsstored  under  the  Consti- 


tution  in  less  than  six  months  after  its  seces- 
sion to  power,  as  I  believe  without  the  neces 
sity  of  shedding  a  single  drop  of  blood.  When 
the  mass  of  the  people  of  the  South,  suffering 
as  they  are,  not  only  from  tke  cruel  fortunes 
of  war,  but  also  from  the  oppressions  of  their 
rulers,  arc  offered  peace  upon  the  simple 
terms  of  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  offer  has 
the  solemn  sanction  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
Northern  people,  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion 
will  be  abandoned  to  their  fate.  We  will 
reach  forth  our  hands  and  lift  up  those  Union 
men  of  whom  the  President  spoke  in  his  mes- 
sage at  the  extra  session  in  1861  ;  and  when 
they  shall  be  enabled  to  stand  and  speak 
their  honest  sentiments  without  fear  of  rebel 
arms  or  abolition  proclamations,  there  will  be 
a  majority  ef  original  Union  men  in  all  the 
States,  except  one,  who  will  again  organize 
their  State  governments  and  thus  restore  the 
Union. 
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